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publisher description

this bibliography lists english language translations of twentieth
century italian literature published chiefly in book form between
1929 and 1997 encompassing fiction poetry plays screenplays
librettos journals and diaries and correspondence

past traces the roots of the twentieth century literature and cinema
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of crime to two much earlier diverging interpretations of the
criminal the bodiless figure of cesare beccaria s enlightenment era
on crimes and punishments and the biological offender of cesare
lombroso s positivist criminal man

elio petri 1929 1982 was one of the most commercially successful and
critically revered italian directors ever a cultured intellectual
and a politically committed filmmaker petri made award winning
movies that touched controversial social religious and political
themes such as the mafia in we still kill the old way 1967 police
brutality in investigation of a citizen above suspicion 1970 and
workers struggles in lulu the tool 1971 his work also explored genre
in a thought provoking and refreshing manner with a taste for irony
and the grotesque among his best works are the science fiction
satire the 10th victim 1965 the ghost story a quiet place in the
country 1968 and the grotesque giallo todo modo 1976 this book
examines elio petri s life and career and places his work within the
social and political context of postwar italian culture politics and
cinema it includes a detailed production history and critical
analysis of each of his films plenty of never before seen bits of
information recovered from the italian ministerial archives and an
in depth discussion of the director s unfilmed projects

since the release in 1929 of a popular book series with bright
yellow covers the italian word giallo yellow has come to define a
whole spectrum of mystery and detective fiction and films although
most english speakers associate the term giallo with the violent and
erotic thrillers popular in the 1960s and 1970s from directors like
mario bava dario argento lucio fulci and others the term encompasses
a wide range of italian media such as mysteries thrillers and
detective stories even comedies and political pamphlets as films
like blood and black lace 1964 and deep red 1975 have received
international acclaim giallo is a fluid and dynamic genre that has
evolved throughout the decades this book examines the many facets of
the giallo genre narrative style themes and influences it explores
italian films made for tv films and miniseries from the dawn of
sound cinema to the present discussing their impact on society
culture and mores

postmodern ethics offers a new perspective on debates surrounding
the role of the intellectual in italian society and provides an
original reading of two important italian contemporary writers
leonardo sciascia and antonio tabucchi it examines the ways in which
the two writers use literature to engage with their socio political
environment in a climate informed by the doubts and scepticism of
postmodernism after traditional forms of impegno had been abandoned
postmodern ethics explores ways in which tabucchi and sciascia
further their engagement through embracing the very factors which
problematized traditional committed writing such as the absence of
fixed truths the inability of language to fully communicate ideas
and intertextuality postmodern ethics provides an innovative new
reading of tabucchi s works it challenges the standard view in
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critical literature that his writing may be divided into engaged
texts which dialogue with society and postmodern texts which focus
on literary interiority suggesting instead that socio political
engagement underpins all of his works it also offers a new lens on
sciascia s writing unpacking why sciascia unlike his contemporaries
is able to maintain a belief in literature as a means of dialoguing
with society postmodern ethics explores the ways in which tabucchi
and sciascia approach issues of terrorism justice the anti mafia
movement immigration and the value of reading in connected yet
distinct ways suggesting that a close genealogy may be drawn between
these two key intellectual figures

tani s dissertation is the most stun ningly original and intelligent
i have encountered in 25years of teaching wrote the late novelist
john gardner tani s argument says that the mys tery story as written
by hammett and others and touted by the french existen tialists led
to a new kind of novel and the old style mystery as written by for
ex ample agatha christie seemed a liter ary dead end a conservative
if not reac tionary game in recent years tani shows the seeming dead
end has led to the most important literary movement now visible the
ironic intellectual fic tion of people ranging from borges and barth
to calvino and he proves that the spearhead of this movement is
italian fiction as influenced by american mys tery fiction at first
glance the argu ment seems outrageous the brilliance of tani s
thesis besides the original outrageous idea is that he solidly and
systematically makes his case

the babel guide has 150 original reviews of books by italian authors
available in english each review provides a kind of trailer for the
work with an extract as a taster it includes a database of italian
fiction translated into english since 1945 with original titles and
current prices this is the first in a series of illustrated guides
written in a lively and accessible style it aims to provide
potential readers with an idea of whether a book will suit their own
tastes
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