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there are several characteristics of nathan rotenstreich s work which are striking his thoughtful writings are

both subtle and deep they are steeped in his critical appreciation of other thinkers of this and preceding

times an appreciation which is formed by his learned understanding of the history of philosophy and with all

this he has an original and independent intelligence he has from time to time brought his skills to bear

upon historical scholarship most notably perhaps in his book between past and present 1958 2nd edition

1973 his interpretive essays in the philosophy of history philosophy history and politics 1976 and his

scholarly work concerned with the influence of historical development upon modern jewish thought tradition

and reality  1972 related to  these  and equally  works  of  that  philosophical  humanity  which professor

rotenstreich embodies are his humanism in the contemporary era 1963 spirit and man an essay on being and

value  1963  and  reflection  and  action  1983  rotenstreich  combines  both  the  naturalistic  and  the

phenomenological attitudes in an interesting and illuminating way through the full spectrum of issues in the

philosophy of history in this century surely he sets boundaries to any doubtful extrapolation not only would

he bring the understanding of history back from those who claim it as only a positive science but equally

would he prevent the transformation of that understanding into merely speculative inquiry

in this book originally published in 1967 the author gives his views of history from reflection on living

history as distinct from books about past history he sees histories as the related histories of individuals and
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gives an account of the meanings in those individuals lives and defends the beliefs dominatnly held in

relation to them he challenges professional historians to concern themselves with the fundamentals of history

and philosophers to return to the cnsideration of problems persistent in the previous history of philosophy

occidental and oriental

quentin skinner is one of the world s leading historians his work includes pioneering studies of machiavelli

and hobbes as well as important research on changing ideas of liberty and the state his classic 1969 essay

meaning and understanding in the history of ideas was a ground breaking challenge to prevailing ideas

about how to read historical texts and helped to found an influential school of interpretation the essay is

still the most widely read article in the area and continues to breed debate this book celebrates the 50th

anniversary of skinner s seminal essay with chapters that offer constructive critiques and expansions of his

ideas drawing in part on developments in digital humanities empirical social science and other areas we

focus not just on theory but also practice what are the practical implications of these arguments for other

researchers at the end of the book professor skinner responds to these commentaries

nicolas barker obe fba has made many contributions to the study of the book in celebration of his 70th

birthday the british library has published a selection of his essays that show the range of his interests in a

number of related fields books and texts books and people typography and early printing the history of the

book bookselling and forgery none of these essays has previously been reprinted and collectively they offer a

series of authoritative insights into various aspects of the book as physical and cultural artefact the collection

is prefaced by an introduction by alan bell former librarian of the london library
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